
Understanding is a wellspring of life to him who has it. But the correction of fools is folly. Proverbs 16:22  

You will never change the fool in your life, but the fool in your life will change you.  

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm. Proverbs 13:20  

When you allow a fool to define who you are and you fail to correct his definition, you become the exact representation 
of who the fool says you are... Jan Silvious, Fool-Proofing Your Life 

Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you become like him yourself. Proverbs 26:4  

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up 
childish ways. 1 Corinthians 13:11 

With some he remained silent; with others he spoke with bold clarity. But nowhere in scripture will you find Jesus, the 
God man, altering truth in order to mollify the person with whom he was relating. Jan Silvious, Fool-Proofing Your Life 

Our goal is no longer controlling, changing, or pacifying our fools. Our goal is wisdom and understanding.  

THINK 

STAY SILENT  

NURTURE A QUIET HEART— [We] can’t stop the yakking of [our] mouths because [we] can’t stop the yakking of [our] 
hearts. Mathew Woodley, What Kind of Fool am I? True Confessions of a Recovering Fool 

REMAIN TEACHABLE—Their hearts are open—marvelously open—to God, to wisdom, to correction, to other people, to 
grace, and to new information. The wise are always learning, seeking, and questing. They cry aloud for wisdom, seeking 
it as a hidden treasure. Mathew Woodley, What Kind of Fool am I? True Confessions of a Recovering Fool  

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given. James 1:5 

Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed. Leave your simple ways, and live and walk in the way of 
insight. Proverbs 9: 5, 6  

We will never respond to God’s gracious gift of wisdom until we acknowledge our unrelenting need for it and we cannot 
do that unless, of course, we admit how very prone to foolishness we are.  

For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink and fester 
because of my foolishness. Psalm 38: 4, 5   

Repent for your own foolish behavior.  

Resolve to set aside your childish ways.  

Reclaim your identity from the fool who you have allowed to redefine you.  

Relinquish your fool to the loving, capable hands of his Maker.  

Receive the gift of wisdom.   

  



Fool-Proofing Your Life: It’s Time to Grow-Up 

You will never ____________ the fool in your life, but the fool in your life will ____________ 
____________ (Proverbs 16:22, Proverbs 13:20, Proverbs 26:4).  

 

Our goal is no longer ____________, ____________, or ____________ our fools (1 Corinthians 
13:11).  

Our goal is ____________ and ____________ (James 1:5, Proverbs 9:5, 6) . 

 THINK—Act with intention and purpose, in a way that aligns with your values and beliefs 
(Proverbs 14:17, Proverbs 29:11, Proverbs 15:1). 

 STAY SILENT—A hallmark of a foolish person is a big mouth, one that is quick to speak 
and slow to listen (Proverbs 17:28, James 1:19, Psalm 141:3, Proverbs 10:19).  

 NURTURE A QUIET HEART—We have to learn to listen, to be still, to wait upon God. If 
restlessness rules our inner lives, then it will most certainly rule everything else, too 
(Psalm 46:10, Psalm 1:2, Psalm 107:43). 

 REMAIN TEACHABLE—When others correct me, how do I respond (Proverbs 1:1, 
Proverbs 15:5)?  
 

We will never respond to God’s gracious gift of wisdom until we acknowledge our unrelenting 
____________ for it and we cannot do that unless, of course, we admit how very prone to 
____________ we are.  

 

____________ for your own foolish behavior.  

____________ to set aside your childish ways.  

____________ your identity from the fool who you have allowed to redefine you.  

____________ your fool to the loving, capable hands of his Maker.  

____________ the gift of wisdom.  

 

 

 


