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 “LORD, WHATEVER DO I DO WITH A FOOL?” 
 
I excel at foolishness: 

 When I __________________ the Bible and prayer on days I choose to be ____-
_________________ and _________________-out 

 When I get extra-______________ in ____________________ my time and money 
 On those days or weeks or months, I am on high _______________ guarding my 

_____________ and ___________________________ 
 And, especially, when I am _________________ 

 
SPEAK THE TRUTH!  Prov. 19:11 – Be slow to anger; Prov. 17:14 – Turn away from a fight before it 
happens.  Learn the wise principle of choosing your battles.  Eph. 4:25-27 – Make a choice to speak 
the truth with strength and dignity when the truth is necessary. 
 
James 1:2-4 (MSG)— 2-4 Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from 
all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true 
colors. So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you become mature and 
well-developed, not deficient in any way. 
 
When dealing with fools and foolishness, what are the strategies that don’t work? 

 Pampering – agreeing with 

 Pouting – the silent treatment 
o Prov. 27:3 (NIV)— Stone is heavy and sand a burden, but a fool’s provocation is heavier 

than both. 
o Prov. 27:22 (NLT)— You cannot separate fools from their foolishness, even though you 

grind them like grain with mortar and pestle. 

 Protecting – finding creative ways to rescue 

 Pleasing – trying “even harder” in the relationship 
o Prov. 18:2-7 (MSG)— Fools care nothing for thoughtful discourse; all they do is run off 

at the mouth.  3 When wickedness arrives, shame’s not far behind; contempt for life is 
contemptible.  4 Many words rush along like rivers in flood, but deep wisdom flows up 
from artesian springs.  5 It’s not right to go easy on the guilty, or come down hard on the 
innocent.  6 The words of a fool start fights; do him a favor and gag him.  7 Fools are 
undone by their big mouths; their souls are crushed by their words. 

 Pleading – becoming a “professional beggar” 

 Prodding – becoming an “accomplished nagger” 

Prov. 12:15-16 (NIV)—The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice.  
Fools show their annoyance at once, but the prudent overlook an insult. 
 

Soar above your challenges by staying seated!  Soar above your challenges by: 

Eph. 2:4-6 (TPT)— 4 But God still loved us with such great love. He is so rich in compassion and 

mercy. 5 Even when we were dead and doomed in our many sins, He united us into the very life of 

Christ and saved us by His wonderful grace! 6 He raised us up with Christ the exalted One, and we 

ascended with Him into the glorious perfection and authority of the heavenly realm, for we are now 

co-seated as one with Christ! 



01/26/2020        
 

WHAT YOU CAN DO IN HANDLING A FOOL 
 

TURN AWAY FROM EVIL – Do not respond in the usual way.  

Prov. 15:1 – You respond calmly.  Prov. 18:10 – The name of the 

Lord is your refuge.  You seek God for what you need at the time. 

OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD – Rom. 12:18 – You do not 

become bitter, you forgive, and you do good, if it is called for in the 

situation (James 3:13-16).  You “send away your right to punish” 

and you “release the one who has offended you from any obligation 

or repayment.” 

DETACH – Treat your fool with the respect and kindness you 

would show a stranger, giving the required information, but do not 

open yourself up for intimate conversation.  Exchange pleasantries, 

but refuse to be drawn into combat. 

PRAY – Go to prayer instead of going to battle.  Admit that you 

need divine wisdom.  Rom. 8:26-27 – you don’t know what to pray 

for.  Say that.  “God, I don’t know how to pray as I should ….” 

LET GO – You are admitting that there is nothing you can do.  It 

takes a conscious effort on your part, as well as an act of faith. 

 

 “We cannot convict of sin, create hunger and thirst after God, or 

convert.  These are miracles and miracles are not our department.  

The things we can do are love, pray, provide for legitimate needs, 

but we cannot enlighten or save them.  That is God’s job.  The only 

hope for them and for you lies in surrendering that person into the 

hands of God.  He is fully capable of doing everything that needs to 

be done.”  --Ruth Graham 

 


